
 

SYLLABUS 
Course Title American Politics 

Course Number PSI 101 ONL 

Number of Credits 3 

Course Dates 1/13/20 - 3/7/20 

Instructor Jason W. Hayes, J.D., C.M. 

Email Address jason.hayes@doane.edu 

Office Hours/Availability Available for emails anytime. Texts and calls during normal business hours. 

Phone Number (402) 304-9414 for both calls and texts. 

Textbook Information: 
 

Required: Jon R. Bond, Analyzing American Democracy - Politics and Political Science, 
Routledge - Taylor & Francis Group (3rd Ed. 2019). ISBN: 978-1-138-34519-5 

Additional Course Materials N/A 

Course Description This course is designed to introduce students to several areas of American 

political science such political institutions, processes, behavior, and 

problems of government. These areas focus on political problems that affect 

our lives and shape the world around us. Important theories and models to 

politics will be introduced as well as how political science study is 

conducted. This course gives students an introduction into different 

philosophies of government and how various political systems may be 

organized. 

Program Outcomes 1. Explain the various American political institutions and describe how they 

interact to protect individual liberties and limit government. 2. Compare the 

key functions of the three branches of government and distinguish each 

branch between federal, state and local systems. 3. Demonstrate how 



government and politics impact individuals and apply this to the student’s 

daily interactions with government. 4. Assess the different kinds of political 

systems and compare the advantages and disadvantages of each system 

using recognized theories and models. 5. Categorize political ideologies 

according to their impact on political systems and formulate how modern 

political parties align to each ideology. 6. Evaluate the effectiveness of each 

political institution and assess their sustainability for future generations.  

Course Learning 

Outcomes/Objectives 

1.1 Define politics, government, popular sovereignty; 1.2 Identify types of 

U.S. representative systems; 1.3 Describe reasons for the U.S. Constitution; 

1.4 Evaluate the Constitutional Convention; 1.5 Recognize constitutional 

principles; 1.6 Describe restrictions on the government; 1.7 Discuss the 

growth of interest groups; 1.8 Explain the concept of a free press; 1.9 

Explain the concept of public opinion; 1.10 Explain the concept of elections; 

2.1 Recognize division of powers in U.S. System; 2.2 Categorize U.S. 

Federalism evolution periods; 2.3 Identify responsibilities of Congress; 2.4 

Explain bicameralism in Congress; 2.5 Diagram the legislative process; 2.6 

List constitutional duties of the Presidency; 2.7 Name the informal duties of 

the President 2.8 Discuss the structure of the bureaucracy; 2.9 Explain the 

jurisdiction of the U.S. Judiciary; 2.10 Identify the structure of Federal 

Courts; 2.11 Evaluate the selection of Federal Judges; 3.1 Explain the 

freedom of religion and expression; 3.2 Illustrate civil liberty protections; 

3.3 Describe the concept of civil rights; 3.4 Explain the nominating and 

election process; 4.1 Define direct and representative democracy; 4.2 

Compare forms of governmental systems; 4.3 Analyze the pros and cons of 

Federalism; 4.4 Evaluate the stages of policymaking; 4.5 Rate the concept of 

majority rule; 4.6 Demonstrate Political Freedom and Equality; 5.1 Examine 

political ideology; 5.2 Discuss interpretations of the Constitution; 5.3 Explain 

the concept of political parties; 5.4 Illustrate political parties’ activities & 

strength; 5.5 Describe presidential & congressional elections; 6.1 Evaluate 

various U.S. Civil Rights Movements; 6.2 Justify interest groups resources 

and activities; 6.3 Assess two-party competition in politics; 6.4 Evaluate 

media bias in the U.S.; 6.5 Assess interpreting public opinion polls; 6.6 

Compare voter choice outcomes; 6.7 Justify the power of the U.S. 

Bureaucracy; and,  6.8 Rate judicial review and decision making. 

Course Prerequisites  No prerequisites required. 

Technology Requirements https://www.doane.edu/faq/minimum-computer-requirements 

  

 

https://www.doane.edu/faq/minimum-computer-requirements


 

Course Schedule 

Week or 

Module 

Topic Content Assessments Matched 

to Learning Outcomes 

Due Date & 

Time 

Module 1 American 

Democracy 

Video: Instructor Welcome (5 min) 

Instructure Lecture (15 min) What is Poli 

Sci (15 min) Who Gets What (15 min) 

What is Democracy (15 min) Readings: 

Chapter 1 (120 min) Appendix A (60 min) 

Websites: WH Petitions (15 min) 

Module 1 Takeaway Journal 

(MO 1.1 - 5.1; 90 mins) 

Module 1 Concept Mapping 

(MO 1.1 - 5.1; 90 mins) 

Module 1 Quiz (MO 1.1 - 

5.1; 90 mins) 

Due by end of week 

1 

 Module 2 Government of 

Laws 

Video: Instructure Lecture (15 min) 

Marshall’s View (15 min) State Fed 

Relations (15 min) Readings: Chapter 2 

(120 min) Appendix B (60 min) Appendix 

C (120 min) Chapter 3 (120 min) 

Appendix D (60 min) Websites: Rev. War 

Timeline (15 min) Convention Diary (15 

min) 

Module 2 Takeaway Journal 

(MO 1.3 - 5.2; 90 mins) 

Module 2 Concept Mapping 

(MO 1.3 - 5.2; 90 mins) 

Federalism Pro/Con Paper 

(MO 2.1, 4.2, 4.3; 180 mins) 

Module 2 Quiz (MO 1.3 - 

5.2; 90 mins) 

Due by end of week 

2 

 Module 3 Liberty and 

Freedom 

Video: Instructure Lecture (15 min) 

Readings: Chapter 4 (120 min) Chapter 5 

(120 min) Websites: Sagal Ind. Rights (15 

min) Sagal Equality (15 min) 

Module 3 Takeaway Journal 

(MO 1.6 - 6.1; 90 mins) 

Module 3 Concept Mapping 

(MO 1.6 - 6.1; 90 mins) 

Module 3 Quiz (MO 1.6 - 

6.1; 90 mins) 

Due by end of week 

3 

 Module 4 Citizen 

Involvement 

Video: Instructure Lecture (15 min) 

Readings: Chapter 6 (120 min) Chapter 7 

(120 min) Appendix E (30 min) Websites: 

HIH Lobbyists (15 min) Democrats.org (30 

min) GOP.com (30 min) Sagal Poli Parties 

(15 min) HIH Caucus Meet (15 min) 

Module 4 Takeaway Journal 

(MO 1.7 - 6.3; 90 mins) 

Module 4 Concept Mapping 

(MO 1.7 - 6.3; 90 mins) 

Interest Groups Influence 

Paper (MO 1.7, 6.2; 180 

mins) Module 4 Quiz (MO 

1.7 - 6.3; 90 mins) 

Due by end of week 

4 

 Module 5 Influencing 

Public Opinion 

Video: Instructure Lecture (15 min) 

Readings: Chapter 8 (120 min) Chapter 9 

(120 min) Websites: HIH Press Brief (15 

min) Factcheck.org (30 min) 

RealClearPolitics (30 min) 

Module 5 Takeaway Journal 

(MO 1.8 - 6.5; 90 mins) 

Module 5 Concept Mapping 

(MO 1.8 - 6.5; 90 mins) 

Media Bias Paper (MO 1.8, 

6.4; 180 mins) Module 5 

Quiz (MO 1.8 - 6.5; 90 mins) 

Due by end of week 

5 



 Module 6 Electing 

American 

Leaders 

Video: Instructure Lecture (15 min) 

Readings: Chapter 10 (120 min) Chapter 

11 (120 min) Websites: Electoral College 

(15 min) Votesmart.org (15 min) 

NEReg2Vote (15 min) 

Module 6 Takeaway Journal 

(MO 1.10 - 6.6; 90 mins) 

Module 6 Concept Mapping 

(MO 1.10 - 6.6; 90 mins) 

Electoral College Paper (MO 

3.4, 5.5; 180 mins) Module 6 

Quiz (MO 1.10 - 6.6; 90 

mins) 

Due by end of week 

6 

 Module 7 Making and 

Enforcing Laws 

Video: Instructure Lecture (15 min) 

Readings: Chapter 12 (120 min) Chapter 

13 (120 min) Chapter 14 (120 min) 

Websites: House.gov (45 min) Senate.gov 

(45 min) Sagal Gridlock (15 min) HIH Call 

it Quits (15 min) Whitehouse.gov (45 

min) Index of Agencies (15 min) 

Module 7 Takeaway Journal 

(MO 2.3 - 6.7; 90 mins) 

Module 7 Concept Mapping 

(MO 2.3 - 6.7; 90 mins) 

Federal Bureaucracy Paper 

(MO 2.8, 6.7; 180 mins) 

Module 7 Quiz (MO 2.3 - 

6.7; 90 mins) 

Due by end of week 

7 

 Module 8  Judiciary and 

Policymaking 

Video: Instructure Lecture (15 min) 

Readings: Chapter 15 (120 min) Chapter 

16 (120 min) Websites: 

Supremecourt.gov (45 min) 

Module 8 Takeaway Journal 

(MO 2.9 - 6.8; 90 mins) 

Module 8 Concept Mapping 

(MO 2.9 - 6.8; 90 mins) 

Module 8 Quiz (MO 2.9 - 

6.8; 90 mins) Final Exam 

(MO All Objectives; 180 

mins) 

Due by end of week 

8 

 

Grading Assessments 

Type of Assessment Points Total possible points 

Final Exam 30% of Grade  

 Short Papers 20% of Grade   

 Quizzes 10% of Grade   

 Concept Map 10% of Grade   

Journal Takeaway Points 10% of Grade  

Other Activities 20% of Grade  



 

 

Online Courses ONLY 

Online Course 

This is an online course and therefore there will not be any face-to-face class sessions. All assignments 

and course interactions will utilize internet technologies. 

Communicating with the Instructor 

This course uses a “three before me” policy in regards to student to faculty communications. When 

questions arise during the course of this class, please remember to check these three sources for an 

answer before asking me to reply to your individual questions: 

1.            Course syllabus 

2.            Announcements in Blackboard 

3.            The “Question Center” discussion board 

This policy will help you in potentially identifying answers before I can get back to you and it also helps 

your instructor from answering similar questions or concerns multiple times. 

If you cannot find an answer to your question, please first post your question to the “Question Center” 

discussion board. Here your question can be answered to the benefit of all students by either your 

fellow students who know the answer to your question or the instructor. You are encouraged to answer 

questions from other students in the discussion forum when you know the answer to a question in order 

to help provide timely assistance. 

If you have questions of a personal nature such as relating a personal emergency, questioning a grade 

on an assignment, or something else that needs to be communicated privately, contact me via email or 

phone. My preference is that you will try to email me first. Please allow 24 hours for me to respond to 

emails Monday-Friday and 48 hours on the weekend. 

If you have a question about the technology being used in the course, please contact the Doane 

University Help Desk for assistance. 

Phone: 402-826-8411 

Email: helpdesk@doane.edu 

Web: http://www.doane.edu 

Computer Requirements 

Minimum computer requirements for the successful use of Blackboard: 

http://www.doane.edu/about-doane/offices/its/help-and-support#min_requirements 

http://www.doane.edu/
http://www.doane.edu/about-doane/offices/its/help-and-support#min_requirements


Minimum computer requirements for success in this course: 

●      Reliable computer and internet connection 

●      A web browser (Chrome or Mozilla Firefox) 

●      Adobe Acrobat Reader (free) 

●      Adobe Flash Player (free) 

●      Word processing software—Microsoft Word or Google Docs 

●      Webcam and mic 

You are responsible for having a reliable computer and internet connection throughout the course. 

Email and Internet 

You must have an active Doane University e-mail account and access to the Internet. All instructor 

correspondence will be sent to your Doane University e-mail account. Please plan on checking your 

Doane Gmail account regularly for course related messages. 

 This course uses Blackboard for the facilitation of communications between faculty and students, 

submission of assignments, and posting of grades. The Blackboard Course Site can be accessed at 

http://bb2.doane.edu 

Submitting Assignments 

All assignments, unless otherwise announced by the instructor, MUST be submitted via Blackboard. Each 

assignment will have a designated place to submit the assignment. 

Campus Network or Blackboard Outage 

When access to Blackboard is not available for an extended period of time (greater than one entire 

evening - 6pm till 11pm) you can reasonably expect that the due date for assignments will be changed to 

the next day (assignment still due by midnight). 

Grade Scale 

Assignment of letter grades is based on a percentage of points earned. The letter grade will correspond 

with the following percentages achieved. All course requirements must be completed before a grade is 

assigned. 

A+ = 97-100%   A = 94-96%       A- = 90-93%      B+ = 87-89%     B = 84-86%       B- = 80-83% 

C+ = 77-79%      C = 74-76%       C- = 70-73%      D+ = 67-69%     D = 64-66%       D- = 60-63% 

F= 59% or below 

  

Participation Policy A student is expected to be prompt and regularly attend on-ground classes in 

their entirety. Regular engagement is expected for on-line courses. Participation 

http://bb2.doane.edu/


in class discussions is an integral part of your grade. You should plan to work on 

this course every day. This is a condensed, fast-paced, course. Expect to spend 

approximately 18 hours a week preparing for and actively participating in this 

8-week course. 

Study Time Expectation of the amount of time the course requires students to spend 

preparing and completing assignments. Typically, students could expect to 

spend approximately 12 hours a week preparing for and actively participating in 

this 8-week 3 credit hour course. This actual time for study varies depending on 

students’ backgrounds. 

Late Work Assignments that are turned in late during the duration of the course are 

downgraded by one letter grade.  For each additional week the assignment is 

late, an additional letter grade is reduced off the original score given.  The 

federal requirement states that students must complete 75% of the coursework 

in order to receive an incomplete grade.  If students fall more than two weeks 

behind, they cannot meet this requirement. 

Submitting Assignments Assignments may be submitted by email or in person during a class meeting.  All 
assignments must be completed and handed in by the final day of the class 
term to receive any credit. 

Communication Policy 

including Assignment 

Feedback 

Student may expect a response within 24 hours for all email communication. 

Assessments completed while the course is in session will be graded before the 

next class meeting.  Assessments completed at the conclusion of the course will 

be graded prior to the last day for registrar grade submission and will be placed 

in the instructor’s third floor mailbox in sealed envelopes at that time. 

Academic Integrity Policy Doane University expects and requires all its students to act with honesty and 

integrity and respect the rights of others in carrying out all academic 

assignments. Academic dishonesty, the act of knowingly and willingly 

attempting or assisting others to gain academic success by dishonest means, is 

defined in four categories: 

1. Cheating - "Intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized information 

or study aids in an academic exercise." 2. Fabrication - "Intentional and 

unauthorized falsification of invention or any information or citation in an 

academic exercise." 3. Facilitating Academic Dishonesty - "Intentionally or 

knowingly helping or attempting to help another to commit an act of 

dishonesty,"  and/or coercing others to do the same. 4. Plagiarism - 

"Intentionally or knowingly representing the words or ideas of another as one's 

own in any academic exercise," in both oral and written projects. Gehring, D., 

Nuss, E.M., & Pavela, G. (1986). Issues and perspectives on academic integrity. 

Columbus, OH: National Association of Student Personnel Administrators For 

more information on the sanctions for academic dishonesty, please visit the 

website: 



http://catalog.doane.edu/content.php?catoid=18&navoid=1448#Academic_Dis

honestydoane.edu/content.php?catoid=16&navoid=1333 

Academic Support 

  

Please contact academicsupport@doane.edu 

https://www.doane.edu/graduate-and-adult/academic-support 

Disability Services Doane University supports reasonable accommodations to allow participation 

by individuals with disabilities.  Any request for accommodation must be 

initiated by the student as soon as possible.  Each student receiving 

accommodations is responsible for his or her educational and personal needs 

while enrolled at Doane University. https://www.doane.edu/disability-services 

Military Services https://www.doane.edu/graduate-and-adult/military  

Anti-Harassment Policy http://catalog.doane.edu/content.php?catoid=5&navoid=452 

Grade Appeal Process http://catalog.doane.edu/content.php?catoid=5&navoid=238 

Credit Hour Definition Doane University follows the federal guideline defining a credit hour as one 

hour (50 minutes) of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of 

two hours of out-of-class student work each week for approximately fifteen 

weeks (one semester), or the equivalent amount of work over a different time 

period (e.g., an 8-week term). This definition applies to courses regardless of 

delivery format, and thus includes in-person, online, and hybrid courses 

(combination of in-person and online).  It also applies to internship, laboratory, 

performance, practicum, research, student teaching, and studio courses, among 

other contexts. 

Syllabus Changes Circumstances may occur which require adjustments to the syllabus. Changes 

will be made public at the earliest possible time. 

Doane Syllabus 

Addendum 

Each student is responsible for being aware of the policies, resources, and 

expectations as specified in the Doane Syllabus Addendum located at 

https://www.doane.edu/Syllabus. 
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